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The position of Prussia is the subject, next to the

siege of Sebastopol, which is now exciting the most
Interest. At the commencement of hostilities be¬
tween the Western Powers and Russia it was un¬

doubtedly the true policy of Prussia to maintain a

strict neutrality. She, in reality, had nothing to
care about in respect to either the liosphorus or the
Crimea. So long as the dispute was purely Orien¬
tal, Prussia joined in the diplomacy merely fir form
sake, certainly with a leaning toward Russia and
with an intent to serve the Czar, sp far as could be
done without compromising her neutrality. Prus¬
sia wished also to neutralize Austria, to paralyze the
war, and to keep her place in the great councils of
Europe. But now the position of Prussia is altogether
changed. The question is no longer the Russian occupa¬
tion of Constantinople: there is now a large Russian army
on the borders of Gallicia, anil orders have been issued
from tfie highest quarters to raise to the war strength all
the Austrian army corps that yet remain on a peaec
footing. The fulfilment of these orders will raise each
OMnpaay, which now consists of 130 men, to 218. Prus¬
sia may well ask herself, " what does this mean 1 Is
the war about to be moved from the Bosphorus to the
Vistula If so, I'ruusiii cannot be either indifferent or

neutral ::i the business. Tho monarch has summoned his
brother and successor, the Prince of Proesia, to his coun¬

cils, ana .t is said that he advises the alliance of the West
to be frankly accepted, in order not merely to destroy
Russian supremacy in the Levant, but to destroy Rus¬
sian infi^caco in Germany.
The Diet of the German Confederation met at Frank¬

fort -on-1he-Maine yesterday, and would immediately oc¬

cupy itself with the war question. The Austrian instruc¬
tions to the Envoy of the Austrian Empire at Frankfort
Were submitted to the Court of Berlin, and it is said they
Were agreed to by Prussia, and that all differences were

smoothed, and a joint demand will be made upon the
body of the Diet by the two great Powers. All the smaller
German States are engaged in putting their armies on a

war footing, as though it wire already decided that tho
whole Gtrmau nation would adhere to Austria's policy.
The Czar appears to be aware of this, and is making pre¬
parations to guard against any possible coalitions and
combinations. Peace docs not, from appearances, seem

to enter into his calculations. -Instructions have bean
given to the officials of the Governments conterminous
with Austria to have their' archives ready for removal to

the interior, and after that to withdraw themselves, to¬

gether with the army, in case of an invasion. Russia is
to maintain a strictly defensive system of warfare. The
Cologue Gazette, however, says "Russia has not the
' slightest intention of accepting any conditions of peace
* that are likely to be proposed, and at her own good timo
.she will'throw oil this defensive position, for she is oon-
* stantly crcatiug fresh armaments in a manner hitherto

,
' uuexataplcd."

This bringing the war into the heart of Europo, this
xnarsJialling England, France, Austria, and Prussia
.gainst Russia, is reversing the former order of thiugs.
Then Austria, England, Prussia, and Russia were arrayed
against France, and the powtrful mind that then wielded
the destinies of that latter Pow«r found in the mighty
combination formed against him plenty to do. Nicholas
ifl not, however, a Napoleon, and we think if such an al¬
liance as is now said to be in contemplation bo really
formed the contest may be long and fearful, but the issuo
cannot be doubtful.

There is, however, plenty of work yet to be done in the
Crimea before the Russian forces are made to succumb.
Unfortunately we are without the materials for mak¬
ing a correct estimate of the Russian force in the Crimea.
The Times a few days ago Btated that the Russian army
in the Crimea, and both within and without Sebastopol,
.mounted to 80.000 men; other statements reduce the
Bomber to 60,000. .The Times states the number of Allied
troops to be also (>0,000, being the number which Was

originally ionded there. But the relative proportions of
the respective contingents are materially changed. The
French disembarked 25,000 men; they have now, owing
to their powerful reinforcements, 36,000 ; whereas the
British can only muster 20,000 out of the 27,000 which
they landed, full 7,000 having been placed hors de combat.
About eighty men fall from the British ranks daily ; but
of these tew are killed and comparatively few wounded:
aickncss is a more deadly^ enemy than the Russian bullets.
We are now alluding to the siege operations ; the battles
of Alma and Balaklava, and the great combat on the oth
form another and more terrible calculation Considerable
reinforcements have been sent to Lord Raolan, of which
4,000 men have probably joined him before this date, aud
more men are fctarjing every day. We believe we may
oonfilently state that it has been arranged for 60,000
men to be immediately sent from France to the Crimea,
and that England is to bear half the expense. It is to

aid in the transport of these troops that the Peninsular
and Oriental Company have received orders to prepare
aome of their largest steamers. We aro of opinion that,
independent of men, and as respects the materiel of war,
neither side has much to boast of at present. In the
first place, many of the guns of the Allies have become
very shaky, from accident and from very hard and severe

service; and once or twice both French and English have
fonnd themselves with a shorter stock of ammunition
than was comfortable. A recurrence of this position,
however, has now been amply guarded against, and the
supply of powder and every kind of missile is now very
great. As respects the Russians, the walls of Sebastopol
arc in a terribly shattered state. It is said that a concen¬

trated attack upon many parts of them would make a

breach in a few hours, sufficient for the purpote of a very
probable successful assault; and rumor represents the
sapply of gunpowder as being very short, much of that
which they have being very much mixed with sand by
the fraud of the contractors. It is also stated that the
Russian guns are now manned by infantry soldiers, in

eonsequence of the deficiency of practised gunners; and
that the fire from the forts is now becoming comparative¬
ly slack and unsteady; but, on the other side, we are

afraid that the English besieging troops are becoming
very exhausted and feeble, through long-continued exer¬

tion and exposure. In these circumstances the casualties
inseparable from an assault, with a view to take Sebas¬
topol by storm, might render the Allied army unable to

profit by its captmre. The taking of Sebastopol, how¬
ever dazzling an exploit it might be, would have no in¬
trinsic value if not made a stepping stone to more im¬

portant victories beyond. The Allied army must be kept
in a condition to profit by the fall of Sebastopol, or that
victory would be comparatively worthless.
The corn market, although not dearer yesterday, still

excites a good deal of attention. The exhaustion of old
Stocks has been unprecedented, but the general position
of the country as respects supplies is very much better
than it was last year. Mr. Caird, a very competAit au¬

thority upon the subject, calculates the crop of wheat of
1854 to have been equal to 16,650,000 quarters, and the
annual consumption of the United Kingdom to be 18,000,-
000 quarters, leaving only 1,450,000 quarters to be pro-
Tided for from abroad; the annual average importation
being 4,500,000 quarters, and that of last year 6,402,000
quarters. Mr. Caikd thinks that the wants of the coming
season have l^en much over-estimated, and that, though
bare of old stocks, and therefore likely to have high
prices, the wheat crop of 1854 places the country in a

safer position in regard to the supply of corn than it was
at this time last year.
The English Funds and Stock Exchange markets gene¬

rally have a downward tendency. The chief depressing
feature it the wrious estimate formed by publio opinion
of the probable cost of the war. An early and large loan

Is considered inevitable.
The news from Spain is that at the opening of the Cortes

.a the 8th instant th^ Qcssn was received with great en-

thasiasm. not only by the crowds in the streets, bat by
>Jm occupants of the Tribunes in the Chambers. Her

ytisans think that the question of the throne and dynasty

must be considered as being favorably solved. The Repub¬
lican party, however, draw a contrary conclusion. Gen.
Cabrera declared on the 7th, at a meeting of the Legiti¬
mists in Paris, that he should sup in Madrid on Christ¬
mas night. The oath which is to be taken by the Cortes
will soon come under discussion in that body, and will
lead to a trial of strength between the various parties in
the country.

.It seems probable that Rome and the Papal domin¬
ions are about being evacuated by the Austrian and
Frcnch armies of occupation. The latest German jour¬
nals agree in stating, as a general belief, that Austria and
Prussia have come to an understanding upon the Eastern
question, although they do not think tbat Germany is
about to take such a part in the present contest as the
magnitude of her interests and duties demands. The
Wurtcmberg Moniteur says : .

44 We can state, on good authority, that the gelations
between Austria and Prussia have entered on a new phase,
which is probably fortunate/or Germany. Scarcely any
doubt now exists of the two Powers beiug perfectly in ac¬
cord Prussia has contributed to this by rnakiug impor¬
tant conces-ions. On tho 80th ultimo there was sent from
Berlin to Vienna a reply to the Austrian despatch cf tho
".'d which fully justifies these hopes. It lays down five
principal poiats,: In the first place, Prussia corop'ciely
accedes to the four points of guaruutee; but, in th» second
i.lace, she aids as a condition tbat Austria shall uot go
beyond these four points, whatever may be tbo issue «f
the war. In the third place, mention is made of a propo¬
sition to be u.ad9 in common to the Diet by Austria and
Prussia, inviting the Confederation to accede to the lour
points Tho Geriii&nio Confederation, Austria, and 1 rua-
sia will then declare to tho Cabinet cf St. Petersburg!*
tbat the acceptance of these bases is necessary for the re-
establishment of a firm and durable peace in .Europe. In
the fourth placa, thy .Confederation ai-.d Prtts».a will pro¬
mise to assist Au;t»H, uot ouly iu caso el.e should be at¬
tacked iu her own territory, hot also if tuuh suould tajteplace in the Principalities. In the fifth place, it speaks
or the preparatory arrangements to ba made !>y the mili¬
tary commission of the Diet, in order to give proper lorca
and efficacy to these resolutions. We can allirpi that
Count Buol lias received these overtures of Prussia with
great satisfaction, aud had already replied to that eiiect
to the Court of Berlin."
The Vienna Presse announces, in a telegraphic message

from Berlin, that a Russian despatch had been received
at the latter capital, ia which the Czar express his ac¬

ceptance of the " four points" as a basis of direct nego¬
tiations with Austria. He is a'so ready, at the same time,
to withdraw his troops from the Gallician frontier.
Baron Rnvssow, formerly Russian ambassador to Great

Britain, is also at Berlin, and has dined with the King-
His visit is no doubt connected with some new diplomatic
movements. Other accounts state that tho Czar does not
accept the "four points," but is disposed to discuss them
as the basis of negotiation. We think, and so do both
the French and the English people, that the time for dis¬
cussion is past.
The only picce of continental news is from Rome, where

the Pope appears to be on the point of realizing two very
favorite objects.the announcement respecting tho imma¬
culate conception of tho Virgin and the finai extirpation
of paper money in tho Pontifical States. There is at
present a very unusual gathering of high dignitaries of
the Romish Church in Rome, including Cardinals, Arch¬
bishops, and Bishops from every part of Europe, aud from
America the Bishops of Baltimore and Pittsburgh.

MR. PEABODY.

A copy of the subjoined reply of Mr. Peabody
to Mr. SicitLls Las been sent to us fur insertion in
the Intelligencer. The subject has already occu¬
pied more of our spaco than we had in tho begin¬ning auy iuea of, but having admitted so much we
cannot shut Mr. Peabody out from a final expla¬nation :

Losdon, November 13, 1854.
The United States Secretary of Legation at the Court

of St. James, Mr. D. E. Sickles, addressed letters to me,
under date of the 4th and 18th of October, which I re¬
turned to him; the former for reasons stated in a letter
dated the lGtb ultimo and the latter in a blank envelope.
He has published this correspondence hero; and, as
his letters were evidently written more for the United
States than for me, they will doubtless be made pub ic in
that country.
My apology for appearing before the public, contrary

to the advice of many kind friends, after returning the
letters as above stated, must be the official position of
Mr. Sickles, who dates these letters, " United States Le¬
gation, London," and seems permitted to use the word
" Legation" with impunity, and in one or two instances
tho name of the Amerioan Minister with equal freedom ;
thus giving aa apparent sanction to his letters which,.
as a friend and supporter of my oountry's honor, at home
and abroad, 1 deeply lament, and am unwilling to believe
authorized.

1 will commence by stating that the letters of the Uni¬
ted States Secretary of Legation, dated the 4t'n, loth,
and introductory remarks of the 20th October, contain
throughout assumptions, misrepresentations, aud incon¬
sistencies, so far as they are conftectcd with my name or
are intended to impugn the integrity of my lotter to the
editor of the "Boston Post," which, to the best of my
kuowledge and belief, have no truthful foiuudation. This
paragraph will, 1 am sure, be a sufficient answer for my
American friends. I will, however, take up separately
portions of his remarks.
He says " that I addressed an anonymous letter to

the editor of tho Boston Post, Mr. Peabody knows is not
true." When a letter is published in a newspaper with¬
out a name it becomes "anonymous." The public will
give the Secretary of Legation full credit for the quibble.
if the letter was not intended for publication, but written
for the purpose of having its slanderous contents private-
ly circulated, the act becomes still more disgraceful.

That part of tho Secretary's letter, dated the 7th of
July, speaking of Englishmen being present, is answered
by his own of the 4th of October, when referring to an

arrangement said to have been made with Mr. feomcrby;
one completely contradicting the other.
The Secretary of Legation strives to make out the din¬

ner a public one, as a justification of bis extraordinary
conduct at the table. He says: " You will remember that
you desired the Legation to invite the Americans then in
town, and not known to you, to be present on the occa-
si oil, and that a number of such invitations were gi%cn.
I did not do so ; nor was a single invitation given except by
mytil/. I said to Mr. Buchanan and his Private Secre¬
tary, Mr. Welch, what I have always said to the Ameri¬
oan Minister on similar occasions, namely, "if any Ame¬
ricans come to town who are unknown to me, if you will
send me their names I shall be happy to invite them, if
I have room."

In the Secretary's introductory remarks be says: "The
« effort to represent the vaunted National Entertainment
« given on the 4th of July last to the Americans in Lon-
. don as a private dinner is a subterfuge, an afterthought,
' now resorted to for the purpose of escaping from the ' re-
« eponsibility' so rashly avowed by Mr. Peabody in bis pub-
. lio letter to the . Boston Post.' " The following copy of
a letter, addressed to me by the Secretary the day betoro
the dinner, is a sufficient reply to the above. The names

of the gentlemen are omitted, for reasons which they will
doubtless appreciate:

2, Lahgoam Place, July 3, 1854.
Mr Dear Sir: Availing myself of your kind per¬

mission, of which Mr. Welch informed me this morning,
I beg leave to suggest the name of \ <?7 ,wYork, an eminent lawyer and a most eatunable gent.c-
man, who would, I know, duly appreciate the honor of
an invitation to voi:r entertainment to-morrow. Mr.

_ u »t No. 278, Strand. Permit me to inquire also
if you are acquainted with Mr. ., of South Carolina,
fat Long's,) and Mr. , at Spring Garden-, who has
lately come to London. These gentlemen, if your list is
not filled up, would, I am sure, be agreeable additions to
TOUR COMPART.

.Anticipating a "splendid time," and craving your in¬

dulgence for TUB libkrtt I have taken in mentioning
these names, I remain your friend ">(J),,^T*gtI'CKLE8i
To G. P*ABonT, Esq.
p g. |f ft will save yon any trouble I will with plea¬

sure take charge of cards for either of these gentlemen,
or all of them. v. h a-
The Secretary of Legation speaks of Mr. 8omerbt as

my agent appointed to get up the dinner, Ac. Mr.
Somerby had nothing to do with getting np the dinner.
He i* a gentleman highly esteemed for hia integrity, in-

telligence, obliging disposition, and love of country.
Having more leisure than myself, he has kindly volun¬
teered his services on seyeral occasions within three or

four years to aid me in docorating the rooms, procuring
and arranging tho music, toasts, &c. On this occasion
he undertook the same friendly offioe, and I am glad that
he happens to be now in London, to give such a decided
contradiction to the principal statements of the United
States Secretary of Legation as the following letter
contains :

Mr. Somerby presents his compliments to Mr. Peabody,
and begs to s:iy that bis attention having been called to
the late extraordinary circular issued from the United
States Legation in Loudon, recriminating Mr. Peabodv'g
course 011 tho fourth of July, and in which his (Mr.
Soinerby's) name is offensively as well as incorrectly
Introduced, he deems it incumbent on him to make a few
remarks in reply thereto.

Mr. Somerby did not (as set forth by the United States
Secretary of Legation r.t London) visit the Legation re¬

peatedly to consult its members iu reference to the pro¬
gramme of the dinner given by Mr. Peabody on the 4th
of July. At Mr. Peabody'a request, and with the aid of
Mr. Corbin, an American gentleman now residing in Pa¬
ris, be prepared a series of toasts, which he submitted to
Mr. Buchanan through tho hands of his Private Secre-1
t«ry. Tho submitting them to the American Minister for
his approval Mr. Somerby viewed as more an act of cour¬

tesy uu the pu t of Mr. Peabody, whoso desire it was to
treat his opinion with all deference, than a necessity of
gaining his acquiescence. Nevertheless, Mr. Somerby
did suggest that prominent Americans might be in Lou-
dou, friends of the Legation, unknown to Mr. Peabody,
ivho would respond to some of the sentiments.
The programme, after being submitted to his Excel¬

lency, w:is, l>y his Private Secretary, (who made a copy
in his own hand-writing,) returned to Mr. Somerby, with
ihe distinct statemeut that it had the approval of the
Minister; nor was tho order devjated^rom at the dinner.
That no misunderstanding may occur, Mr. Somerby hero
states that the following is tho order In which be received
them from the American Minister, through his Private
Secretary, viz. "Tho day wccelebrate," "TheQueen"
" The President of the United States," &c. &o.

'

la reforeucc to the music, no advice was askod; hut
Mr. Somerby well remembers hiring stated to members
cf the Legation that EOngs would be surg portions of
which would be omitted, inasmuch as the ooncHiatinz of
good feeling on the day of celebrating our National In¬
dependence was an object not to be lost sight of.

Instead of encountering difficulties iu procuring the
portraits of her Majesty and Prince Albert, Colonvl Law¬
rence expressed his surprise that her Majesty should
so readily grant their uso. on a mere unofficial intirftation to
Colonel l'hipps. That intimation was to the effect that
Mr. Peabody would consider it a high compliment to his
countrymen if her Majesty would grant them to complete
the decorations cf tho banqueting hall. Colonel Law¬
rence was the only person conneoted with the Legation to
whom application was made in reference to the portraits ;
nor did he write to Colonel Phipps in bis official capacity!

That objections to the presence of Englishmen at the
celebration were raised by t'ue Secretary, Mr. Somerby
a irnits to be true ; but he felt assured they would notin-
lluence Mr. Peabody, whose course would be independent
of the approval or disapproval of the Secretary of Lega¬
tion, the American Minister having already expressed
his assent thereto. Mr. Somerby weuld especially call
attention to the two paragraphs hero quoted:

" I remonstrated most earnestly with Mr. Somerby
against the English tone that was to bo given to an occa¬
sion which, above all others, pught to bo American. I
besought him to urge upon you that it was in vain for
Mr. Peabody or any one else to attempt to bury tho
Revolution; that this was not an American idea; that
the great object of celebrating the 4th of July, 1776, was
to keep alive ferever the hatred of tyrants and the love
of liberty.all the passions of that conflict in which the
Republic camo into existence ; aud that, besides, nothing
was more erroneous than the notion that this sort of di¬
luted nationality would command the respect of English¬
men : for if they did not suspect it to be insincere, they
would certainly regard it as contemptible. Nor did I fail
to assure Mr. Somerby that it could uot be expected that
Mr. Buchanan and the members of the Legation would
consent, by their presence, to countcnance such a mode
of celebrating the Anniversary of American Indepen¬
dence.

" The result of these interviews was that a programme
was agreed upon at the Legation ; the proposed mutila¬
tion of our national eongs ; the indiscreet attempt to give
precedcnce to the successor of George III. over the sue-
cesser of Washington ; the l!ri;ish tone to be given to the
affair in deference to Sir Emerson Tennant and a few
English gentlemen whom you bad invited.all these ob-
jeotionable features were distinctly abandoned by Mr.
Somerby in your name, and, as he declared, with your
sanction, although with reluctance cn your part. Then,
and not until thea, did the American Minister and the'
members of the Legation formally aocept your invitation
to be prosent. These circumstances.the negotiation, the
agreement, the comprehensive plan of invitation, the day
the presence of the Representative of the Unit«H? States
at London.all imparted to the occasion tho attributes of
a national celebration."

These Mr. Somerby most emphatically pronounces the merest
fabrications, the mosi jorlorn expedients, having their origin
only in the Secretary's fruitful imagination.
Mr. Somerby much regrets that the American Secreta¬

ry of the American Legation shduld have so for forgotten
the respect due to his office as to stain, with coarseness
of language and bad temper.both beneath criticism.
his extraordinary diplomatic circular. His country yet
claims an interest in the character of that office, which,
had the Secretary more calmly considered, he might have
spared his countrymen those blushes and feelings of com¬
miseration the reading his strange tirade must naturally
excite.

London, Morlet's Hotel, Nov. IItii, 1854.
The idea of obtaining portraits of the Queen and Princc

Albert from the palace originated with Mr. Somerby, and
when he communicated it to me I understood that Col.
Lawrence had written a private note to Col. Phipps, ask¬
ing if such an application would be likely to be success¬

ful. With the impression on my mind that such a note
had been sent, (although Col. Lawrence did not write till
the following day,j and meeting a few hours after with a

gentleman of great influence at the palace, I mentioned
the subject to him, and have reason to believe that the
Queen had been made acquainted with our wishes even

before Col. Lawrence's note reached Col. Phipps ; and to
that circumstance may be attributed the promptness with
which they were sent. The following extraot df a letter
from high authority, in reply to a note from me accom¬

panying the return of tho pictures, places beyond doubt
the feelings of the Queen with regard to the matter:

" Her Majesty so constantly receives spontaneous marks
of respect and consideration from citizens of the United
States that I feel certain that her Majesty was glad to
have this opportunity of personally showing her good will
towards a meeting of American gentlemen.
" lire KING IIam Palack, Jt'LT 13, 1854."
If what I have said is not sufficient to satisfy the public

that the proceedings, on the occasion of the dinner, were
all that the most devoted friend of his country could de¬
sire, and that my letter to the " Boston Post" was truth¬
ful in every respect, I trust that the following letter from
the Hon. Judge Uj-uam, United Stotes Commissioner,
now In London, together with the corroboration of so large
a number of Americans who were present at the dinner
on the 4th July, will be conclusive :

35 AlbemarUe Stbeet, Londojj,
Eei'temdzr 21, 1854.

Dkae Si* : A friend of yours has enclosed to me a copy
of your letter to the editor of the Boston Post, chted
August 16, 1854, in reply to a communication to that
paper commenting on the proceedings of a dinner given
by you to various American and English guests in cele¬
bration of the 78th anniversary of American Indepen¬
dence, and inquiring of me as to the correctness of the
facts in your reply.

It was well known to myself, and I believe to the other
guests present, that some Englishmen would be present
at the dinner and participate in the proceedings. I
saw no objection to this. 1 trust the time will soon com*
when all friends of liberty, in every country, will gladly
unite in doing honor to oftr National Jubilee. It is an
assent to the worth and patriotism of the great men who
achieved our Revolution that we should have no desire
to repress.

I was not aware of the dissent of any one to the pro¬
ceedings of the occasion until the next day, and was
much surprised that any thing which was said or done
could conflict with the cordial harmony and patriotic
feelings of any American present. .

The statement made by you as to what transpired on
the occasion, so far as my knowledge extends, is strictly
correct.
remit me to add my thanks for the highly American

spirit and character you have always given in your en¬

larged intercourse with the citizens of our country, and
my belief that, at no time, have you ever commanded
more entire and undiminished esteem and respect of your
friends. I am, most truly and sincerely, yours,
Gkokos Pbabodt, Esq. N. O. UPHAM.
The undersigned Americans, now in Europe, who were

present at the dinner givbn by Mr. George Peabody on

the 4th of Joly last, at the Star and Garter Hotel, Rich-
raond, have had submitted to them a letter addressed by
Mr. Peabody to the editor of the " Boston Post," dated
the 16th of August, and have no hesitation in saying that

the statement* therein, in reference to what occurred at
that dinner, are strictly true; and the sentiments and
feelings he has expressed in that letter are fully sanc¬
tioned and approved by us.

Jno. Adihson Thomas, (U. S. Commission,)
from New York,

Noah L. Wilson, of Ohio,
Philip Tauu, of Virginia,
James B. JonNsoN, of New York,
Job. Rodnkt Crohkbt, U. 3. Consul, South¬

ampton, from Pennsylvania,
Charles F. Stansburt, Washington,
T. B. Coddinoton, New York,
A. C. Hobus, Massachusetts,
Gerard Ralston, of Philadelphia,
W. R. Smith, of Virginia,
II. Q. Somekby, of Boston,
John L. Clark, of Boston,
W. W. Silvestuk. Massachusetts,
H. C. Prescott, Boston,
£. W. Clark, Philadelphia,
Henry Barnard, Superintendent of Com¬

mon Sohools, Connecticut,
C. M. Lampson, from Vermont,
Wk. S. Stell, from Pennsylvania,
R. Townsend, liuddach, California,
George C. Lampson,
Wm. W. Gilbert, of New York,
Henuy Stevens, of Vermont,
Wm. Thomson, of New York, ^

J. Silvester, from Massachusetts,
Benjamin P. Cooke, Boston,
Robert £. Randall, Philadelphia.

A few words with respoct to Mr. Adams. This gentle¬
man was, a short timo before, introduced to me by letter
from a member of the " Legation." At the particulor
request of Mr. Adams, made after the dinner of the 4th,
I applied to Sir Emerson Tennant and obtained from him
a copy of his Eulogy on Washington, delivered at the
dinner, feeling anxious that my countrymen should read
lhat beautiful production, and at the time considering
him connected with the American press only. I made
no such statement as that imputed to me in connexion
with Mr. Adams iu the letter of the Secretary of Lega¬
tion, dated 4th of Ootobcr, nor did Mr. Adams ever make
those remarks in my presence."
The United States Seorctary of Legation says: "The

skotch of Mr. Buchanan's remarks misrepresented what
he said in a manner that was offensive to him."

In my letter to the " Boston Post " I said the reports
of Mr. Buchanan's Bpeech first reached me through the
colatuns of tho press, and I was not responsibio for them.
The following are the exact words reported in the two
London papers that noticed the celebration:
" The festivities ended " The festivities of the

with a speech from Mr. Bu- evening ended w ith Mr. Bu¬
chanan, the American Min- chauan, the American Mi-
ister, in which he churacter- nister, proposing the health
iied her Majesty's noble act of Mr. Pcabody. He wish-
as unostentatious, but great cd, with all his heart, that
in effect, and worthy the the people of both countries
highest imitation on the could be brought nearer and
part of persons in high po- nearer to each other throughsitions. He never had play- the inlluenco of such hap-ed the part of toac/y to what py international entertain-
many considered great per- monts as that given by the
nonages; but he wished, host of the day."with all his heart, that such
acts could bo duly appre¬
ciated, and that the people
of both countries could be
brought nearer and nearer
to each other through the
influence of these happy in¬
ternational entertainments,
given by our generous host,
whose health he proposed."

I respectTully ask my fellow-countrymen what these
words contain to justify all the anger and abuse put forth
by the Secretary of tho United States Legation in Lon¬
don in consequence of their publication ?

GEORGE PEABODY.

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.

The dates received at San Francisco from the
Sandwich Islands are up to October 12th. The
most important item relates to the annexation of the
islands to the United States. A correspondent of
the San Francisco Herald writes as follows:

" Honolulu, Octohsr 8, 1854.
" The schoonor E. L. Frost sails this afternoon for San

Francisco, and I embrace the opportunity of sending
what little news is a: hand. Of course, the great topic
here now is annexation; but the foreign residents appear
to know little, and the natives (save the ' powers that
be') are in a total eclipse as regards the matter. From
what I can gather there appears to be no doubt but that
Mr. Gregg, the United States Commissioner, acting un¬
der instructions from our own Government, ha3 been for
Eome time past in treaty with the Hawaiian authorities
to effect an amalgamation with these islands. Whether
this will bo by purchase or by their admission as a Ter¬
ritory remains to be seen. I am inclined to the belief
they will not be purchased by a payment of $5,000,000,
or any Buch sum, but that they will come into the Fede¬
ral Union as a Territory, our own Government feather¬
ing the nests of the reigning King Kamehameha, the
Prince Alexander Liholiho, and some few of tbe chiefs of
rank by a life annuity. The masses themselves will
have no voice in the question. This arrangement would
have been effected some time since but for the interven¬
tion of the foreign consuls, who are all jealous of the
growing power of our young country. The King is said
to be favorable to annexation on almost any terms ; and
the chief obstacle now in the way is the oonsent of the
heir apparent, Liholiho, who is a young man of consider¬
able intelligence and great ambition, and who has been
worked upon by this foreign influence. They have pro¬
mised him an ample fortune and a nobleman's title if the
islands are ceded to any other Government than our own,
and have gone so far as to intimidate him and the native
population with the bugbear of slavery, using as a han¬
dle their black skins in comparison with our negro slaves.
It is perfectly woll understood, however, by those in the
secret that an arrangemeut of some kind is now in treaty
and will soon be effected. The heir apparent, who is now
on a visit to Hawaii, has been sent for by express, and
this fact has no doubt some connexion with the subject.
I should not be surprised if the final treaty was signed,
sealed, and Bent on to Washington within the next thirty
dayB."
The " Placcr Times " also has a letter from Hono¬

lulu, bearing date as the above, which says:
" All the attempts of the, representatives of England and

France to retard or defeat the great national measure of
annexation have failed, and to-day, though the Hawaiian
flag still flies here, the islands are just as much American
soil as though the stars and stripes floated over the
' Heart of the Paoific.'"
The New York Courier has a letter of five days

later dato, written on board the United States
sloop-of war St. Mary's, from which wo extract the
following on the same subject:

" The anxiety felt about filibusters here has in a great
measure subsided. Rumor says that King Kamehameha
has signed the treaty ceding the islands to the United
States, and is only waiting for the return of Prince Liho¬
liho, better known as Alexander, to obtain his signature
and actually deliver up bis kingdom. Cut every thing
is kept as secret as possible by those who know any thing
of the matter, which of course gives rise to many ru¬
mors. I think it probable that you in the United States
know more of the progress of the annexation project than
we do.

SANDWICH ISLANDS.
* The "Journal of Commerce" does not favor the
annexation of the Sandwich Islands. " The fact (it
says) that they arc not in the possession of a strong
Power, and that they arc open to the ships of all
nations on terms of equality, should satisfy the peo-t
pie of the United States, in our judgment that is
precisely the relation they should occupy to tbe
commerce of the world. It would be the duty of
the United States to protest against the acquisitionof this group by any other nation, as it is the in¬
terest of other nations to prevent its acquisition by
us. Those islands are as necessary to the commerce
of other communities as they are to our commerce.
The selfishness which seeks to obtain them for our
exclusive purpose may cost more than we suppose.If the option of taking them for nothing, in prefer¬
ence to allowing them to remain as they are, were
offered to the country, we believe that the true in¬
terest of the United States would best be consulted
by refusing to receive them j but to pay $300,000
Sr annum to the King as long as he lived, and a

;e sum to his successor as long as he lived, for two
volcanoes and a hundred thousand natives, would be
the extreme of folly, especially as, if we attempt to
hold them exclusively, we might purchase a contest
with the othor Powers of the world."

INTERESTING FROM CANADA.

Correspondence of tht New York Commercial Advertiser.
Toronto, Novlmbke 25, 1854.

Tbe two great political questions which have agitated
Canada so loog have been settled. On Thursday, the 23d
inutaut, the final rotes were tiken on the clergy re¬
serve and aeignorial tenure bills. On the clergy re¬
serve bill the vote stood 62 to 39, and on the seignorial
tenure bill 71 to 32. In analysing the votes on both
questions I find that the opposition was made up of two
di«tinct parties, each ultra in its opinions, viz. those who
opposed the measures, ab initio, as unjust and tyrannical,
and those who contended that the bills did not go far
enough; that they should not have admitted the rights of
any 'persons to claim compensation for damages alleged
to have been sustained by depriving them of peouniary
interest secured by the Crown or by treaty. Of the for¬
mer class there were about 15 and of the latter about
20 ; so that, in fact, there were not more than 20 opposed
to tho principle of either bill, out of a House of 130
members.
The Grand Trunk Railway debate has become one of

tho most important debates in the House this session.
The scheme itself is a gigantic one, and is the favorite
project with the late premier, Mr. Hikcks, as its realiza¬
tion will be tho crowning glory of his life.
The Grand Trunk Railway of Canada is designed to

connect Portland and Quebec, at the head of LAke Erie, a
distance of 1,112 miles ! The capital of the company is
about thirty-five millions of dollars, abcut one-third of
whioh is guarantied by the Canadian Government. The
Victoria tubular bridge, on the Montreal and Portland
line, at Montreal, will cost neven millions and a half of
dollars. Tho road itself and all its appurtenanocs {the
company decluro) will be equal to any first-class English
railway, and superior to any now knowu on this conti¬
nent. It will bo eighteen feet wide. The bridges are to
be of masoury or brick work, with iron tubes across the
spans. All these tubes are to be constructed on the prin¬
ciple of the well-known liritannia bridge across the Menai
straits, in Wales. The stations and all other buildings
are to bo of brick or stone, nnd rooted with slate or metal.
The Victoria bridge, which, when completed, will be a

wonder of art, and which, in Ainerioan celebrity, will
even vie with the great natural wouder of the continent,
will be nearly two miles in length and about sixty or

seventy leet above the level of the St. Lawrence in the
centre of the river. Pier No. 1 has been finished, and
Pier No. 2 will be nearly oompleted this season. The
northern abutment will be 242 feet?long by 90 feet wide,
and 30 feet above tho bed of the river. It is designed to
erect also asolid stone embankment, 1,200 feet long, lead¬
ing from the north shore of the St. Lawrence to the north¬
ern abutment.
The debate on the subject arose chiefly out of the re¬

quest made by the company for an extension of time to
I860 for the construction of the eutire road, and also for
an extension to the amalgamated portions of the line of
the sanio rate of provincial guaranty (i. e. 40 instead of
25 per cent, on the wholo amount expended) to those por¬
tions constructed de novo by the company. After much
recrimination and one or two good speeches, the chief of
which was from Mr. Hincks, the demands of tho com¬
pany were acceded to and the policy of the late premier
sustained.
The recent discussion on the seat of Government ques¬

tion has resulted in a virtual decision by tbe House that
the Government be allowed to oarry out the original in¬
tention (twice confirmed) of .removing it to Toronto next
year, for four years at leust.
The Gait branch of the Great Western Railway has

hitherto been most successful. During one week alone
520,248 lbs. of flour have been dispatched to Hamilton,
en route to Lower Canada and the United States.

Parliament will probably adjourn in a few days. It will
assemble again in February.
The recent murders in the county of Haldimand, near

tho Niagara district, have awakened great anxiety through¬
out Upper Canada. The municipal council of tbe county
has recently held an extra session and agreed to offer a re
ward of $4,000 to discover the murderer. The Govern¬
ment have also offered a reward ol $1,000 for the dis¬
covery of the murderers of the late Mr. Nelles, and it is
likely tho further reward will now lead to their dis¬
covery.

TEXAS AND BORDER NEWS.

from THE AUSTIN TIMES OF N0VEM11ER 18.
Col. Waitb at rived in this city on Friday. He has

been directed by Gen. Smith to muster the six compa¬
nies of rangers into the service of the United States for
three months. Gen. Smith issued the order by authority
from the War Department. A battalion of three compa¬
nies will be stationed at Fort Mason and a like battalion
in a camp near Fort Clark. It is rumored that Gen.
Smith contemplates making a campaign against the
Apaches with the disposable mounted regular force and a

portion of the rangers. They may, therefore, prepare
for immediate active service.

Major Norton arrived from Rio Grande on the loth
instant. The insurgents have called upon Gen. Carvajal
to hc&i^ them. It is supposed he will accept the leader¬
ship. Sixty thousand dollars hav9 been subscribed by
citizens of Mexico and merchants of Brownsville for the
purpose of fitting out an expedition, conditioned upon
the assumption of the command by Carvajal. The citi¬
zens of Monterey have on their part guarantied the con¬
tribution of four hundred thousand dollars. The leaders
of the revolution have expressed themselves favorable to
the employment of foreigners.

Gen. Woll lias lately issued an order for clearing every
thing from off the west bank of the Rio Grande eighty
yards back from Guerrero to Matamoros. That order
was being carried into execution when Major Norton left.
Fences were being removed and the materials burnt, corn
cut down; in short, the whole valley will be almost shorn
of its fields. The best and more fertile land is found on
the margin of the rivnr. Another order outs off all com¬
munication between the American and Mexican bides of
the Bravo ; neither man, woman, nor child can cross.
Matamoros has a garrison of about one thousand%men,

with a good supply of artillery, munitions, and provi¬
sions. At Reynosa there are one hundred men, four hun¬
dred at Camargo, four hundred at Mier, with three pieces
of artillery, and one hundred at Guerrero. Two thousand
men occupy a line of more than one hundred and fifty
miles.

THE TEXAS PACIFIC RAILROAD.
A supplement of the Austin State Times of the 11th

instant has some fifteen columns devoted to the contro¬
versy between Gov. Pease and Treasurer Raymond as to
the sufficiency of the tender made to Texas by Messrs.
Kino and Walker on behalf of the Pacific Railroad Com¬
pany. The Governor insists that the stock tendered is
insufficient and is not fcuch a deposite as the Legislature
intended. The company have also tendered as additional
security $208,000 of the capital stock of the Mechanics'
Bank of Memphis, together with $2,000 in certificates
of New York State stock, making together $300,000.
The concluding paragraph of a letter from Gor. Pease to
Mr. Raymond shows that he considers all the stocks
offered insufficient. He says :
" If I was acting for myself individually I should not

consider either or both of these stocks a sufficient secu¬
rity for $300,000, and I hold it to be the dnty of an offi¬
cer of the State to guard her interest as strictly as he
would his own. I therefore say that if both these certi-
ficates of stocks were the character of stocks that could
be received under the law, I consider them insufficient."'1
The New Orleans Picayune thinks that " some power

ful interest is at work in Texas to invalidate the contract,
and the Governor appears to be not unwilling to assist in
the work."

Inquiry Respecting the Wreck of the Arctic..It is
reported that the Grand Jury of the United States Circuit
Court in the city of New York have been engaged during
several days past, and are still engaged, in investigating
the circumstances attending the foundering of the steam¬
ship Arctic and of the ship Jewess, and the wreck of the
New Era. It is intimated that ** startling developments "

may be anticipated. A meeting of some of the members
of the bar was held on Tuesday for the purpose of con¬

sidering what steps may be taken to promote a similar
investigation. The Times reports that Joseph Blunt,
Esq. made the following incredible statement:
" I was informed by an officer of the navy, who was a

passenger in the Europa when she brought those rcscued
from the Arctic, that from information which be bad re¬
ceived he was convinced that there was a concerted plan
entered into to lower one end of one of the boats partly
down, for the purpose of throwing out the women who
were placed in it by Capt. Luce, so that there might be
room for the crew."
The meeting elected Messrs. Hiram Ketohum, H. G.

Van Vorst, and Joseph Blunt a committee to confer with
the United States District Attorney, and to aid him in
the investigation of the oondact of the Aratio'a erew on

the ooeaeion of the Ion of that vessel.

VIRGINIA DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION.
Tho Democratic State Convention of Virginia

assembled at Staunton on Thursday to nominate
candidates for Governor, Lt. Governor, and Attorney
General. The contest for the first honor seems
to be at present between the friends of the1 Hod. Bkney
A. Wise anJ those of LL Gov. Siiklton F. Lxake.
A telegraphic despatch from Richmond informs as that

after the usual formalities the Convention was duty orga¬
nized. Oscab M. CacTCHFitLi), of Pittsylvania, was se¬
lected as President, and thirteen other gentlemen as Yice
Presidents. Vt'k. F. Ritcuik and Robbet IIuuues were
chosen Secretaries.
We are further informed that a motion to proceed to

nominate a candidate for Governor caused much con¬
fusion in the Convention, and gave rise to a protracted
and animated debate as to the proper manner of voting
upon the nomination. It was at first proposed that
the successful candidate should reoeive a vote sufficient¬
ly large to represent a majority of the entire Demo¬
cratic vote in the State, but this proposition not being ac¬

ceptable a substitute was adopted requiring only a ma¬

jority of the votes cast to effect a nomination. This is
regarded as a triumph of tho friends of Mr. Wise, who
are the strongest in the Convention. It was expected
that an effort would be made to udoptthe two-thirds rule,
so long a favorite of the Democracy, but in view of the
above vote it is hardly probable (hat such a motion would
prevail.

Besides the division among the members of the Conven¬
tion ns to the choice of a Gubernatorial candidate, they
are also divided as to the policy of adopting a platform.
Tho supporters of Mr. Wish oppose any expression of
opiuion upon the " Hunter Land liill," and the supporters
of Mr. Lkauii: favor it. The Staunton Spectator predicts
that upon this question, at least, the Convention will not
hazard the expression of any opinion, as tho party itself
is divided upon it.

The Suspended Banks of Illinois..The Chicago
Journal states that a number of business firms, in view
of no apparent effort being made on the part of banks
that have suspended to open their'doors, have withdrawn
their names from tho circular agreeing to take such bills
ut par. The Journui advises that the requisitions of the
law be applied to the bankB, that receivers may be ap¬
pointed to receive assets of the institutions aud distri¬
bute them among the creditors.

Qualification of Jubobs..In a criminal case n<^ on
trial in the United States Circuit Court Chief Justice
Taney has dccided the following to be tho proper qualifi¬
cations for a juror to try the issue :

"If the juror has formed an opinion that the prisoners
are guilty, and entertains that opinion now, without
waiting to hear tho testimony, then be is incompetent;
but if, from reading the newspapers or hearing reports,
he has impressions on his mind unfavorable to the pri¬
soners, but has no opiuion or prejudice which will pre¬
vent him from doing impartial justice when he hears the
testimony, tliea he is competent."

This is common sense. Every person must from ne¬

cessity form his opinions or impressions from such evi¬
dence as he is in possession of, but no intelligent and im¬
partial mind will hold to such opinions in Bpite of facts ;
so that there ii nothing in such previous impressions to
interfere with correct conclusions when all the material
facts are presented..Ledytr.
A Cbiais intiieIbon Business.." We regret to learn,"

says the Columbia Spy, " of the suspension and failure
of many of the heavy companies engaged in the iron
business in this State. Some of those regarded as the
most stable have gone, and the indications are that we
are now but in the beginning «f one of the greatest finan¬
cial crises ever known to this country."
Grand Indian Council..An Indian Council is to bo

held at North Fork of Canadian on the first Monday in
December, on the invitation of the Cherokees. The Choc-
taws, Chiokasaws, Creeks, and Seminoles are expected to
be present, and the object of the convention is to protestagainst the bill introduced at the last session of Congress
to create the Territories of Cha-lo-kee, Cha-ta, and
Mus-co-gee. «

Cai>t. Kidd's Tkkascres..The Philadelphia Penn-
sylvaniaa gives the result of the searoh for the treasure
of the freebooter, Capt. Kidd, prosecuted by n number of
" prominent Philadelphiuns," iu the neighborhood of SingSing, (N. V.) As the fetory runs, a colored waiter in that
city dreamed that he had discovered the doubloons, and
forthwith repaired to the spot designated in his nocturnal
reveries, accompanied by a friend. The box was found,filled to the top with the best Spanish gold.

" Tho lid was ogiiin adjusted and the hole filled up with
dirt. The waiter and his triond started for Philadelphia, to
wait a more favorable opportunity to procure the coin, but in
reality to cheat each other of his share. Tho waiter, on his
arrival, apprised his employer of what he had witnessed, andurged him to procuro a party sufficiently strong to overcome
the ghost of Kidd, if it should make battlo. Tho leader ob¬
tained the gervices of several sturdy police officers, and off
they started in hot haste to Sing Sing, iu order to obtain the
doubloons, taking t^e w iter with thein. On their arrival at
the spot indicated by the waiter all hands set to work with
pickaxes and "hovels, and soon had a holo made large enough
lo contain half a dozen men. The box was at length reached,when joy beamed in every countenance prcsont. The sturdi¬
est among tho policemen seized a pickaxe and soon relieved
the box of its iid. Despair was visible in every feature, and
' curses loud nud deep ' wero thowered upon the head of the
eolored waiter. Somo wero for making him food fur fishes,while others were for banging him to a limb of tho neatest
tree. Reposing in all the quietude of death, there lay a fresh-
killed tabby cat. Tho colored man protestod his inimccnce of
the deception, and charged his former colorod companion with
having slipped on to.New York before tho disappointed partywhioh be had led thither, and, removing the treasure, had
substituted tho cat. He was required to make oath to this
fact before tho party would exonerate him from oensure.
Having done this bo was forgiven, aud tho company started
back to Philadelphia, where they arrived tbe latter part of last
woek, und are now iu search of tho eolored man who abstract¬
ed their treasure trove. It is said that he has made his way
to Canada with the money. Some of thoee engaged in the
search .now begin to doubt tbe waiter's story about tho gold,but the leader swears to the truth of his sorvant's droam, and
is willing to stake his reputation upon its truthfulness. He
talks of setting him to dream again. The public may rely
upon tbe verity of this story in its main f*ature."

Baltimore Market.
Baltimore, Dec. 1..Business ia dull. Small sales of

Howard street flour at $8.12.J; City Mills id held at $8.
Rye flour $7. Corn meal $4.31 a $4.50. Red wheat,
good to prime, $1.80 a $1.00; white, $1,85 a $1.90, and
choice, $1.95 a $2. Corn, old and new, white, 70 a 77
cents; yellow, old, 80, new do. 78 a 80; mixed, 74.
Oats, Maryland and Virginia, 47 a 48 oents. Rye, $1.10
a $1.23 for Maryland and Pennsylvania. Seeds un¬
changed. Tobacco is very scarce, and firm at last week's
prices, with a good home and shipping demand.

New York Market.
New York, Dec. 1..The cotton market is dnll. Flour

is a trifle lower; Ohio $8.50 a $9; Southern $8.81 a $9.
Wheat is a trifle lower; Southern, white, $2.05; red.
Upper Lake, $1.75. Corn is also lower, and Belling at 88
a 90 cents.

NOTICI&.

City of Washlngtou. December 1,1854.
THE property, ostatt, rights, credits, and claim3 cf the!at«

copartnership of Seu>B!», Withers A Co. havo been
nonvoyed and assigned to tho undersigned Trustees, to ren¬
der tbe ,-ame available, by sale and collection, as speedily a*
possible, and t > apply tbe proceeds to the liquidation of the
liabilities of said firm, in conformity with the provisions of the
deed of assignment to us.
We pledge ourselves to use our best effort* to bring tho bu¬

siness entrusted to us to a close as speedily as possible, and
to a faithful application of tho proceeds of the assots.
Our progrets in the mattor will be at all times open, at the

late Danking-houso of the firm in this oityvto the inspection
of all inter sted.
Tbe circulation of said 9rm, being preferred, will be speedilyredeemed. Wo take occasion to say that, sinoo the commence¬

ment of the embarrassments of said firm, whioh have placedthem into liquidation, about $76,000 of their oironlation
and about $8u,000 of other liabilities have been redeemed and
liquidated. Tbe circulation now outstanding is in amount
about $110,00t>, and the depositee to be paid about $160,000;
assets, per schvdule, over $1,000,000.

Acting as Trustees only, wo shall be governed strictly bythe provisions made io the deed, taking no responsibility
other lhan that invested in us by the assignors; and we beg
that the public will not deem us unreasonable or ungenerous.

JNO. A. ENGLISH,
WM. BAYNB,
dee 2.ltd Trustees.

ATEAtHEit WANTED to take charge of tlie
Male Institute at Mindon, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

Session to cowinenee on the first Monday of January next.
No one need apply except he be a regular graduate of soma
respectable college, of (food moral character, and sufficiently
qualified to prepare a student for admission into any oollega
in the United States; the loeatioa being healthy aad society
agreeable.

Address William Hardt, Secretary of tbe Board of Tru»-
tees of Minden Male Institute, Minden, La.

By order of the Board of Trustees:
WILLIAM HARDY,

oct 7.wptDee Secretary Board of Trustee*.


